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You might already know that Germany is 
the top European Union's Member State 
for the production of beer, sausages and 
potatoes. 

But did you know that Germany is the 
Member State that recycles or composts 
the most municipal waste (68%) 

the German population is the oldest in 
the EU (with a median age of 45.8 
years)?



Did you know that the United Kingdom has 
the largest sheep population (23 million) and 
the highest number of buses (162 thousand) 
in the EU? 
The United Kingdom is the EU's leading 
exporter of services and the largest exporter 
of whisky. It is also the second-largest 
producer of carrots after Poland. 
The United Kingdom is a collaborative 
economy: 34% of people use sharing 
accommodation services and 27% sharing 
transport services, more than in any other EU 
country.



Did you know that Romania is the only 
European Union Member State where the 
agricultural sector is the main employer, 
providing work for 1 in 4 employed persons?

It is also the top producer of plums and the 
second largest producer of grain maize and 
walnuts. 

With less than 250 kg of waste generated 
per person, Romania has the lowest amount 
of municipal waste in the EU.













Germany is among the top performers in the EU with regard to 
waste management

Municipal waste by treatment in Germany
2010-2017

Waste generation has remained stable for 
the last five years 
633 kg per capita in 2017, 
but is above the EU average
487 kg/y per capita

Recycling (68%) + Incineration (31%) + Landfilling (1%)

in 2005,  effective ban on the landfilling of waste with 
a high calorific value.



Germany is among the top performers in the EU with regard to 
waste management

Germany has already reached the EU 2020 recycling
target of 50 %, above EU average: 45%

Succesfull PAYT and EPR 

2019 priority actions
• Introduce new policy instruments, including economic
instruments, to promote prevention, make reuse and
recycling more economically attractive.
• Shift reusable and recyclable waste away from
incineration.

Recycling rate of municipal waste 2010-2017



The UK’s performance in municipal waste generation has been stable

Municipal waste by treatment in United 
Kingdom 2010-2017

In 2017: the amount of
waste generated was below the EU average (468
kg/y/inhabitant compared to 487 kg/y/inhabitant).

Recycling (44%) + Incineration (37%) + Landfilling (16%)

Incineration is above the EU average (27%)
Landfilling is below EU average (24%)



In UK there are separate waste policy arrangements

Recycling rate of municipal waste 2010-2017

the UK is not considered at high risk of missing
the 50 % recycling target by 2020

One of the highest landfill taxes in EU
Since 2015: the plastic bag charge is estimated to have 
taken 15.6bn plastic bags out of circulation

Decrease landfilling further
Cautious investments in Incineration or MBT plants
PAYT and EPR improvements

Northern Ireland (2017)
Recycling (48%) + Incineration (20%) + Landfilling (32%)



Waste management remains a key challenge for Romania

Municipal waste by treatment in Romania 2010-2017

Recycling (14%) + Incineration (4%) + Landfilling (82%)

Moreover, recycling
rates have been stagnating since 2013

In 2017, the municipal waste generation per capita in
Romania was 272 kg, a 18 kg increase from 2013 but still
considerably below the EU average of around 487 kg



Recycling rate of municipal waste 2010-2017

Waste management remains a key challenge for Romania

Romania will have to close and also
rehabilitate 101 non-compliant landfills

For biodegradable municipal waste, Romania took up the
option to postpone by 4 years the attainment of its 2016
35 % landfill target

Future works:
extend the network of mechanical-biological treatment
plants
a plan to build the first dedicated
municipal waste incinerator with energy recovery in
Bucharest
Extend separate collection
Adopt landfill tax + efficient PAYT + EPR







Questions

• Are you aware about waste related campaigns?

• What is happening to the waste after it is collected?

• Do you know who is your waste regional operator?

• How do you recycle your waste in school/at home?

• Can you identify any hazardous waste in your home?



Thank you for your attention!

Va multumesc pentru
atentie!

Danke für Ihre
Aufmerksamkeit!


